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Lewis, David, 1981, “Are We Free to Break the Laws?”, Theoria, 47: 113-21. Reprinted in
Watson 2003
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The shortcomings of this strategy are nicely diagnosed by Peter van Inwagen. After
surveying the local counterexamples that arise for various hypothetical theories of ability,
van Inwagen imagines that we have arrived at the best possible hypothetical theory of
ability, which he labels “the Analysis.” van Inwagen then writes:

What does the Analysis do for us? How does it affect our understanding of the
Compatibility Problem? It does very little for us, so far as I can see, unless we have
some reason to think it is correct. Many compatibilists seem to think that they need
only present a conditional analysis of ability, defend it against, or modify it in the face
of, such counter-examples as may arise, and that they have thereby done what is
necessary to defend compatibilism. That is not how I see it. The particular analysis of
ability that a compatibilist presents is, as I see it, simply one of his premisses; his



central premiss, in fact. And premisses need to be defended. (van Inwagen 1983,
121)

van Inwagen, Peter, 1983. An Essay on Free Will, Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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Mackie, Penelope, 2003, “Fatalism, Incompatibilism, and the Power to Do Otherwise”, No(s,
37: 672-689

(BT 5 P

Agglomeration[ 5]
S
&'I’;'II

AlpAy)

Mg M)
alphaliZ L D (3)225(4), » & Ixbetaz 2[0S

Ff: NAShizZ eERngnao

p: 2DIA IXFEEENL N

qQ: 2DOIA VIFEEEMLN

COAAVF N AENZERZWT 2734V 75DT ~ AphHr2/Aq
BEEDOTEH LD ~ A(p/AQ).

Ll IS U BREEEENLTNVENDIDIIELSNDIERTH S °

van Inwagen, Peter, 2000, “Free Will Remains a Mystery”, in Tomberlin 2000, 1-19.
Reprinted in Kane 2002B
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S has the ability to A in circumstances C iff she has the disposition to A when, in
circumstances C, she tries to A. (Fara 2008, 848)
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